
                                                   
 
 
 
 
January 8, 2016 
 
Dear Parent/Guardian, 
 
It is our practice as a district to keep parents informed at all times, and therefore we felt it was important to communicate 
with you about an incident that took place this week at the middle school/high school campus. 
 
As you may be aware, Mohonasen High School and Draper Middle School were put in lockout at approximately 2:45 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Jan. 6, based on information the district received from police.  The lockout occurred after the normal high school 
and middle school dismissal times, which meant a significant number of students had left the campus when the lockout was 
implemented.  
 
Police arrived quickly at the scene and ultimately determined there was not a credible threat to students. However, to employ 
extra precaution, police searched each building and deemed it safe prior to releasing the remaining students and staff. 
 
We are thankful our students were not in real danger at any time. Yet, in this time of heightened sensitivity to school violence, 
we believe this incident presents an important opportunity to review the district’s emergency procedures. 
 
A lockout is put in place when there is a perceived danger outside the building. Business continues as usual inside the building, 
however all doors are locked. Visitors are not allowed to enter the building, and students must remain inside until police have 
determined it is safe to leave. 
 
This differs from a lockdown, in which the perceived danger is inside the building, as in the case of an intruder. In a lockdown, 
all occupants must remain hidden in classrooms with lights turned off, doors locked and hallways clear. A lockdown is only 
lifted once police have determined it is safe to leave and have gone physically to each room to release the students and staff. 
 
In an actual emergency, our natural inclination as parents would be to go to our children’s school. However, an influx of 
visitors to the building site can both hamper police efforts and increase the danger to everyone involved. In the case of a real 
emergency, it is imperative that families remain clear of a building potentially involved in an emergency situation. The district 
would notify parents and guardians via the district website, School News Notifier (SNN) and/or social media channels of a 
central meeting location where support and information could be provided in as timely a fashion as possible. 
 
Each year, Mohonasen conducts safety drills at every school as a means to plan for and ensure that staff members are trained 
in how to act during a potential emergency and to give students practice opportunities. As always, our goal is to make sure 
that students and staff are as safe as possible at all times; drills are an important way for us to practice and improve our 
protocols and procedures. 
 
I am very proud of the manner in which staff and students followed protocols and procedures as expected during 
Wednesday’s incident. Had this been an actual emergency, I am confident that our students would have been kept as safe as 
possible at all times. 
 
As you know, our primary concern is always to assure the safety and well-being of our students at all times. If you have any 
questions or concerns, please contact your child’s school principal or the superintendent’s office at 356-8200. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Kathleen Spring 
Superintendent 


