
Letter from the Mohonasen Board of Education Regarding  
Common Core Standards and Testing 

 
Last April, more than 200,000 New York students, about 20 percent, sat out of the annual Common Core-
aligned Math and English tests.  In Mohonasen,  the test refusal rate was greater than 60 percent.  
Length, content, grade-level appropriateness, and impact on teachers evaluations were just some of the 
concerns expressed by parents, guardians, students and teachers with regard to the State’s new testing 
requirements. As the time to administer this year’s standardized tests draws near, the Mohonasen Board 
of Education wishes to assure the Mohonasen community that we are sensitive to the many valid 
concerns expressed,  and agree that officials at the State and federal levels must seriously reevaluate 
how students are tested moving forward, how teacher performance is measured, and how standardized 
tests are written. At this year’s NYS School Boards Association (NYSSBA) Annual Meeting, the 
Mohonasen Board of Education joined with colleagues across the State to support NYSSBA’s adoption of 
the following resolution: 
 

RESOLVED, that the New York State School Boards Association shall advocate for an overhaul of 
the current, inadequate testing system to more accurately measure achievement in skills, 
knowledge and abilities, and it shall do this by: (a) working collaboratively with the New York State 
Board of Regents and New York State Department of Education, superintendents, administrators 
and teachers to create tests that are developmentally appropriate, of reasonable length and 
frequency, and which avoids the unintended consequences of narrowing the curriculum, teaching 
to the test, reducing love of learning, and undermining school climate; (b) insisting that educators 
throughout the State be included in all aspects of the creation of standardized tests; and (c) 
demanding that district personnel be permitted to examine test results, answer keys, and their 
students’ responses so that educators can better assess what each child is learning in relations to 
what is being taught and so that such tests can truly inform instruction.  

 
The intent of this communication to the Mohonasen community is threefold: to provide a brief update on 
actions underway at the State level with respect to Common Core standards and testing; impart some 
general information with respect to the implementation of the new standardized tests at the district level; 
and to dialogue with our community over this important issue. 
 
Update on Common Core Standards and Testing 
 
While the goal of the Common Core initiative is to ensure students are prepared for today’s varied and 
high tech careers, college level courses, and workforce training programs by emphasizing critical-thinking, 
problem-solving, and analytical skills, it is has been recognized that both substantively and procedurally, 
its implementation has been fraught with issues. The State’s failure to address these concerns resulted in 
last year’s large test refusal numbers, prompting our elected and appointed officials to take note and to 
take action. Governor Cuomo admitted that the Common Core implementation was “deeply flawed” and 
“not working,” and convened the New York State Common Core Task Force to conduct a review of the 
standards and their application in the State’s annual standardized tests. The Task Force issued its final 
report in December 2015 calling for changes in both the standards and their implementation, stating “the 
Common Core Standards must be revisited to reflect the particular needs and priorities of State and local 
school districts.” Shortly thereafter, the NYS Board of Regents announced that standardized test scores 
will not count in teachers’ evaluations until 2020. Finally, in response to input from parents, teachers, 
administrators and other stakeholders statewide, NYS Commissioner of Education MaryEllen Elia 
committed to review and revise the standards to ensure the best possible future for our students. The 
current timeline envisions changes to Common Core standards adopted by the Board of Regents by the 



end of the 2016, according to NYS Education Department officials. The timeline, which was presented to 
the Board of Regents, calls for specialized committees to review the education standards for math and 
English during the spring, solicit public input July through October and bring up revised standards for 
board consideration in November and December, 2016. Education Commissioner MaryEllen Elia reports 
that, among other things, an initial review of the standards has focused on addressing grade-level 
appropriateness, clarifying terminology and better connecting standards to targeted high school courses. 
 
Richard Parsons, Chair of the NYS Common Core Task Force, wrote: “New York has a chance to get it 
right - and we must.” The Mohonasen Board of Education wholeheartedly agrees and is committed to 
doing its part to ensure a solid, successful education experience for our children. 
 
Implementation of Common Core Standardized Testing at the District Level 
 
As standardized testing will soon begin in our school district the Board of Education offers the following 
information and suggestions to the Mohonasen community to facilitate understanding and provide 
guidance. 
 

● School districts are legally mandated to administer the new standardized tests. While there 
may be diverse opinions on the Common Core standards among teachers, administrators and 
school board members, State law requires the districts and their boards to ensure the State 
exams are administered annually.  

● Parents and Guardians are encouraged to make informed decisions. The Board respects 
whatever decision parents make in terms of the tests, whether it is for their child to participate or 
to refuse, and encourages the Mohonasen community to research both sides of the Common 
Core issue to make informed decisions.  

● Deference, understanding and support is encouraged among the Mohonasen community 
as issues related to Common Core are worked out at the State level. The decision regarding 
test participation, is personal and merits the mutual respect and support of parents and 
guardians, teachers, students and administrators. The Mohonasen community has always been a 
highly supportive one and if we continue in this spirit, and exemplify it to our children, our 
community will grow to be even stronger and more cohesive in the days ahead. 

● Stakeholders are invited to engage our state officials over the Common Core standards 
and testing. While the Board welcomes the Mohonasen community to voice their concerns with, 
or support for, the new Common Core standards, an effective avenue to change is to engage our 
elected State officials through emails, phone calls, group activities or personal interaction. As 
previously noted, the implementation of Common Core standards in school districts is a State 
mandate; therefore, lobbying our State officials is an effective course of action and often yields 
demonstrable results. 

 
In closing, the Mohonasen Board of Education will continue to encourage open dialog between all 
stakeholders concerning the issues surrounding Common Core. At the same time, we, along with our 
administrative team, will work with our faculty to again provide a conducive environment for students 
participating in the testing and a dignified educational alternative for those who do not. Ultimately and 
together, we believe we can work to make this process better and continue to be “Mohon Proud.” 


