
         

 
   

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Valuing education…we shape the future, today! W i n t e r 2 0 1 4 

Board expected to adopt district budget proposal in late April 

As state budget process continues, BOE 
planning for $1.9 million budget gap

As district leaders begin 
to plan for the 2014

2015 budget, one thing is 
clear: expenses continue to 
rise faster than revenues. 

“It continues to be one 
step forward, two steps 
back,” Superintendent Dr. 
Kathleen Spring said. “We 
are doing everything we’ve 
been asked to do by our state 
leaders and more. We have 
secured partnerships, found 
efficiencies, cut teaching 
positions, cut administrative 
positions, stayed within the 
tax cap, increased class sizes, 
applied for and received 
grants, and implemented 
higher standards and new 
teacher evaluations. And 
we are still provided with 
inadequate funding.” 

Mohonasen would see 
a 1.91 percent increase in 
general operating state aid 

state aid promised through 
the state’s Foundation 
Aid formula to the Gap 
Elimination Adjustment or 
GEA. Mohonasen has lost 
$10.97 million to the GEA in 
the last four years. See page 2 
for more on the GEA. 

Under the Governor’s 
proposal, state aid levels at 
Mohonasen will actually be 
more than $400,000 less than 
what the district received in 
the 2008-2009 school year. 
At the same time, costs like 
health insurance, retirement 
and salaries – expenses 
associated with running a 
“people-heavy” operation like 
education – are expected to 
rise by more than $2 million. 

As a result of these 
factors—and additional 
elements like a reduction in 
the use of reserves so they 
continue to be available in 

That gap will be further ex
amined as the board begins 
its formal budget review pro
cess. See the district website 
for a development timeline. 
A community budget forum 
is tentatively scheduled for 
Tuesday, March 11. 

The board expects to 
adopt the 2014-2015 budget 
proposal in late April. The 
annual school budget vote 
is set for Tuesday, May 20 
from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. at 
Mohonasen High School. 

See page 2 to learn how 
you can advocate for your 

SchoolS 

Get more 

budget news 

inside...
 

“We continue to be com
mitted to being a lean and 
efficient school district. We 
are committed to offering 
21st century programs and 
opportunities for students 
while maintaining one of the 
lowest per pupil expenditure 
rates in the state,” Spring 
said. “But we are facing 
difficult budget decisions for 
another year. It will again be 
crucial for the community 
to get involved as we look 
at our budget, identify our 
priorities and plan for the 
future of Mohonasen.”

 Sisters represent Mohon at 

regional spelling bee
 

Representing Mohonasen at the Capital Region Spelling Bee 
at Proctors is a family affair this year, with seventh grader 
Anna Sherman and fifth grader Kate Sherman represent
ing Draper and Pinewood. The sisters won their respective 
school bees this January. Joining them at Proctors was 
Pinewood’s Nathan Mostoller, who advanced 

Kate 

under the Governor’s budget 
proposal, which was pre
sented on Jan. 21. While this 
is about a $347,000 increase 
in state funding from the 
current year, the district is 
slated to lose $2.3 million in www.mohonasen.org

future years, and the tax levy 
cap (projected to be about 3.5 
percent for Mohonasen)— 
the Board of Education is 
facing a roughly $1.9 million 
gap between expenditures 
and revenues for next year. 

so far at the 2013 regional bee last year that 
he was welcomed back 
with a spot for 2014. 
Congratulations to all! 

Anna 
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Advocating for your schools

Mohonasen Central School District – like school districts 

throughout New York – is facing a fiscal crisis. The reductions 
in state funding, coupled with new mandates and the state’s 
tax levy limit, has challenged public schools to continue 
to provide a high-quality education to all students with 
significantly fewer resources. As a result, districts are making 
devastating cuts to educational programs as they adjust to 
rising costs that are outpacing revenue. 

District leaders at Mohonasen have been working with staff 
and community members to find creative ways to weather 
the economic storm without sacrificing the integrity of our 
program. Yet without meaningful and timely relief from our 
government leaders, district residents may risk losing the high 
level of public education that they have come to know and 
value throughout the years. 

Mohonasen was recently one of 47 districts that took part in 
a regional education advocacy effort at Colonie Central High 
School. The event, “New York schools STILL in fiscal peril: 
Our kids can’t wait another year,” picked up where last year’s 
massive regional advocacy effort left off, bringing together 
students, parents, teachers, taxpayers, legislators and school 
leaders to talk about what is at stake if state leaders do not 
eradicate the gap elimination adjustment (GEA) and provide 
adequate and equitable funding for our schools. 

The Governor’s proposed budget has moved on to the 
legislature and a final state budget is expected by April 1. 
Earlier this year, a group of more than two dozen legislators – 
including Senator Cecilia Tkacyk, who represents Rotterdam 
– called for a $1.9 billion total increase in state aid for 
schools. Similarly, the Education Conference Board – a group 
comprised of several organizations that represent school 
boards, parents, superintendents, teachers, principals, and 
business officials – has said that aid to education would need 
to rise by $1.5 billion in 2014-2015 for schools to maintain 
current education programs. 

Concerned Mohonasen residents are encouraged to contact 
their elected leaders to express their thoughts and ideas relat
ing to school funding. Contact information for state leaders 
representing Mohonasen can be found on the district website 
(www.mohonasen.org), along with the district’s advocacy 
tool kit that includes a variety of tips and information about 
advocating for public education. Anyone with questions can 
call the district communications office at 356-8250. 

What is the GEA? 
The GEA – or the Gap Elimination Adjustment – is the 

state policy of deducting aid originally due to a district. 
It was first introduced in 2010 as a way for state leaders 
to close the state budget deficit. It did so by spreading the 
funding shortfall around to all school districts through a 
reduction to the overall Foundation Aid due to schools. 
Despite New York’s anticipated surplus, the Governor’s 
budget continues the GEA for the 2014-2015 school year. 

 Student artwork 
displayed at Proctors 

Congratulations to Mohonasen High School students 
Rebecca Davis, Melissa Manganaro and Jonathan Adamec, 
who were selected to exhibit their artwork at Proctors 
Fenimore Gallery during the run of the popular show "War 
Horse." The students were honored at a Jan. 15 reception at 
the performing arts center in Schenectady. 
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 New York mural 
brightens Draper halls 

Students in the Draper Middle School Alternative Education 
program recently decided to take on an initiative to make 
the hallways of their school more inspiring and bright. The 
project started last year when the eighth graders began brain
storming the many symbols that represent New York state, 
and then carried over to this year’s eighth grade students, who 
were able to complete the “NY Theme Mural.” 

“The students talked amongst each other and bounced 
ideas off each other, drawing from their personal experiences 
growing up in New York,” said teacher William VanWie. 
“The energy in the room was full of enthusiasm and seemed 
palpable by all who participated. Seeing this energy brought 
forth by the kids was fulfilling and is why I am grateful for the 
opportunity to impact this particular population of students.” 

The mural contains a variety of symbols, including those 
representing New York sports teams, community landmarks 
(like the Saratoga Racetrack, the state fair, The Egg, the 
Adirondack Park), and even geographical points of reference. 
VanWie says that additional work can and will be continued 
on the mural as students brainstorm new ideas. 

Mohonasen senior wins computer science award
 
Mohonasen senior Laura Treers recently received a National 

Center for Women and Information Technology (NCWIT) 
Aspirations in Computing award. This award not only rec

ognizes young women 
for their achievements 
in the computing field, 
but it also helps them 
tap into a network of 
universities, non-profits 
and corporations across 
the country. According 
to the NCWIT website, 
awardees are selected 
for their computer and 
information technology 
aptitude, leadership abil
ity, academic history and 
plans for post-secondary 
education. 

Laura is currently involved in a variety of activities at 
Mohonasen, ranging from technology to music. She is the 
team captain of the Engineering Design and Development 
FIRST Tech Challenge Team the “MohonBots,” and says she 
is very interested in anything related to science, technol
ogy, engineering and math. Her activities include Science 
Olympiad, Science Bowl, Select Choir, robotics and multiple 
honor societies. She has been selected as a singer in the Area 
All-State festival choir for two years and as an alternate for 
the All-State piano showcase. She also works as a lifeguard 
and swimming instructor at the Mohonasen pool, and has 
spent time volunteering over summer breaks with the Girl 
Scouts of Northeastern New York as an intern at Camp 
Woodhaven in Galway. 

Laura plans to study either electrical or mechanical en
gineering in college. While she has yet to decide where she 
is headed next year, she has been accepted to Northeastern 
University, Drexel University, and the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology (MIT). 
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Valuing education… 

Executive budget includes a lot of NEW funding 
for a lot of NEW programs 

Other new education initiatives in the proposal include: 

•	 Investing $720 million over a five-year period in after-
school programs. Districts would have to submit plans to 
the State Education Department for approval. 

•	 An $8 million SUNY/CUNY full-scholarship program 
for the top 10 percent of high school graduates. Eligible 
graduates must pursue careers in science, technology, 
engineering or math and work in New York state for five 
years following graduation from college. 

•	 A $20 million Teacher Excellence Fund that would allow 
teachers rated as “highly effective” to be eligible to receive 
rewards of up to $20,000 annually. 

•	 Officially eliminating standardized tests for students in 
grades K-2. Currently there are no state assessments in 
those grades. 

Copyright 2014, Capital Region BOCES School Communications Portfolio; All rights 
reserved. For more information or permission to use, call 518-464-3960. 

Reporters share skills 
with media arts students 

Five area television and Justin Mason of the Daily 
print news reporters took Gazette, and Michael Hill of 
part in a discussion panel the Associated Press. 
this fall with students from Topics of discussion were 
the Mo-Tech Media Arts interview tips, telling the
program. The presenters story from start to finish,
included: Mohonasen social media, and changes
graduates Alysia Santo of occurring in the journalism
the Times Union and Alex industry. The reporters also 
Resila of CNYcentral, Matt shared stories from the field. 
Markham of WRGB CBS 6, 

When Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
unveiled his executive 
budget on Tuesday, Jan. 
21, he proposed that the 
state’s investment in schools 
increase by $807 million or 
3.8 percent next year. The in
crease includes funding that 
the governor has earmarked 
for the launch of several new 
education initiatives. 

It is not immediately clear 
how these new initiatives 
would affect Mohonasen. 

One of these initiatives is 
a plan to spend $1.5 billion 
over the next five years to 
phase in universal, full-day 
pre-kindergarten statewide. 
High-quality early education 
is one of the best investments 
to be made in education, but 
many schools do not have 
the space, staffing or equip
ment for such a program, 
the governor acknowledged. 
The Governor’s budget would 
provide $100 million in 
funding for these programs 
in the 2014-2015 school year, 
focusing first on expanding 
programs for the state’s 
highest-need students. 

The Governor also pro
posed a $2 billion bond for 
a Smart Schools initiative 
to go before state voters in 

November. If approved, the 
bond would give schools 
money for infrastructure 
improvements related to 
high-speed broadband access 
and classroom technology 
(e.g., smartboards, tablets). 
Schools could also use the 
funds to construct new 
pre-kindergarten classrooms, 
if the funds allow or if they 
prefer. The state would dis
tribute the funds to schools 
based on the existing state 
aid formula. 

The Governor also pro
posed a two-year property 
tax freeze for homeowners 
residing in school districts 
that meet certain conditions. 
During the first year of the 
freeze, a district would have 
to pass a budget with a levy 
that stays within its prop
erty tax levy cap. During the 
second year, in addition to 
again staying within its cap, 
a district would have to agree 
to and implement a state-
approved plan for shared 
services and consolidation. 

Last year, 96 percent of 
school districts, including 
Mohonasen, were able to 
stay within their property 
tax levy caps largely through 
reductions to programs, 
services and staff. 

Looking for more budget information? 
Visit www.mohonasen.org/budget 


for budget and education advocacy information.
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Move makes temporary changes permanent 

USDA eases portion requirements for school lunches 
Earlier this month, the 

United States Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) 
announced it was making 
permanent the flexibility that 
schools were granted last 
year relating to meat, meat 
alternatives (such as cheese), 
bread and grain portions for 
students. 

Before the changes were 
initially made in February 
2012, schools were required 
to adhere to strict daily and 
weekly maximum portion 
sizes, which were outlined in 
the federal Healthy, Hunger-
Free Kids Act of 2010. With 
the newly-granted flexibility, 
schools can increase these 

MohonBots headed to 

regional championship
 

portion sizes as long as meals also made it hard for us to 
still adhere to federal calorie meet the calorie require-
guidelines. ments so we were doing 

things like giving studentsWhile students have been 
additional salad dressingseeing these larger portions 
or mayonnaise to meet thefor almost a year, making 
guidelines,” Mohonasenthe changes permanent 
Food Service Director Kimoffers districts greater 
Gagnon said. “With this stability in their long-term 
flexibility we won’t have to food planning. The result 
do that, meaning we can giveof these changes has been 
students more of what theymore creativity and flexibility 
want for lunch while stillin school menus, in many 
providing a healthy meal.”cases. When the new federal 

law was first implemented, Federal guidelines require 
schools found they could no that school meals align with 
longer serve a dinner roll the latest in nutritional 
with a pasta lunch because science, with the intent being 
that meant too many bread to not only feed students 
servings, for example. Many but also to educate students 
districts were also having about making healthy food 
a difficult time meeting the choices. The new law has 
calorie requirements with a meant more fruits and 
main dish because the por- vegetables, more legumes 
tion sizes were so limited. and whole grains, limits on 

sodium and saturated fats,“At first, the federal regula
and elimination of trans fats.tions meant we couldn’t 
The initial lunch changesserve certain combinations 
were made in the 2011-2012at lunch time – meaning we 
school year, with similar had to cut out many items 
changes made to breakfastthat students really like. This 
menus for the 2013-2014included things like crackers 
year. Changes to snack for soup and croutons for 
offerings will come in the salad. The limited portions 
2014-2015 school year. 

Copyright 2014, Capital Region BOCES School Communications Portfolio; All rights 
reserved. For more information or permission to use, call 518-464-3960. 

The Mohonasen High 
School MohonBots – a 
team of students from the 
Engineering Design and 
Development class – have 
spent the school year build
ing, programming and 
perfecting a robot ready for 
competition. 

The team brought their 
robot to Albany Academy 
this January for the FIRST 
Tech Challenge Qualifying 
Tournament, at which they 
competed against 20 other 
teams from across the state. 
They brought home a first 

place finish for overall 
performance, as well as a 
second place Inspire Award 
(the highest award given 
at the competition). The 
MohonBots also secured 
a Control Award, which 
recognizes the use of sensors 
and advanced algorithms. 

As a result, the team 
qualified to compete in the 
Regional Championships at 
Pace University. The team 
is sponsored by the Bechtel 
Group and CHA, and con
tinues to have great support 
from community mentors. 
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After-school STEM Enrichment is seriously fun
 
Exploring science, technology, engineering and math

ematics (STEM) can be seriously fun. Just ask the 130 
kindergarten through 8th grade students who participated 
in the fall 2013 session of Mohonasen's after-school STEM 
Enrichment Program. The program has grown from 50 spring 
and 30 summer participants to the large fall group, which 
also had a waiting list of 35 students. Five course offerings 
taught by Mohonasen staff led students through STEM-
infused, hands-on journeys into robotics, science-related 
myths, survival techniques and first aid. 

Fourth and fifth grade students in the Introduction to 
Robotics program learned about the history and types of 
robots used today and then built, programmed and tested 
their own robots. 

Grade 6-8 students in the Myth Busters: Inquiry Science 
program used science to determine whether soda rots teeth, 
whether magicians really know how to use magic, and if there 
is any truth in many popular myths. 

In Survive on Science, students in grades 3-5 learned 
wilderness survival skills and their scientific basis. They 
learned about fire and light, signaling, water and food collec
tion, tools, shelter and protection, navigation, medical care, 
water purification, cooking with a solar oven and determining 
which way is north. 

Sixth through eighth graders in The What, Where, Why and 
How of First Aid and CPR program learned the anatomy and 
physiology behind first aid and CPR, including what happens 
in the body during an emergency. They gained the knowledge 
and skills to earn certification in first aid and CPR. 

In Wacky Science, kindergarten through 2nd grade students 
conducted experiments where they could make a raisin dance, 
see water’s invisible skin and try to push a stick through a 
balloon without it popping. The students also made their 
own rockets to boost them on their mission toward becoming 
scientists. The Spring 2014 STEM session is currently 


underway with courses and programs for 

students in grades K-8. Look for the Summer 


2014 Program Guide, which is typically mailed 

home in the spring, for the summer 


STEM and other enrichment offerings. 


Anyone with questions about these 
programs can call the district curriculum 

office at 356-8205. 
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New tax exemption would 
impact all taxpayers in 
one way or another 

A state law that allows 
municipalities (towns, coun
ties, etc.) to offer veterans a 
property tax exemption has 
been extended to include 
school districts. Under the 
law, each school district in 
the state can decide whether 
or not to offer the exemption 
to residents, as well as the 
level of exemption to offer. 

The Mohonasen Board 
of Education is currently 
researching this new exemp
tion and what it would mean 
for district residents. Various 
eligibility requirements apply 
to this exemption, including 
wartime service, combat 
zone service, or having a 
service-related disability.  
Certain family members may 
be eligible, and the exemp
tion can also be extended to 
Gold Star parents. 

Ultimately, tax exemptions 
cause a redistribution of 
taxes among taxpayers – 
meaning the tax burden can 
shift to place a higher burden 
on those residents who don’t 

receive the exemption. Tax 
exemptions do not affect the 
total amount of money a dis
trict needs to raise through 
taxes (the tax levy). 

“Obviously we support our 
veterans and thank them for 
their service and dedication 
to our country,” Board of 
Education President Dominic 
Cafarelli said. “We are care
fully reviewing this new law 
to make sure it is the right 
thing for our community.” 

If the district decides 
to move forward with the 
exemption, a public hearing 
would be scheduled before 
final adoption by the Board. 
If approved, veterans living 
in the district who already 
receive this tax exemption 
through the town they 
reside in would not need to 
reapply to receive the school 
exemption. New exemption 
applications would have to 
be filed with the town as
sessor by March 1, 2014 for 
2014-2015 school and town/ 
city/village tax bills. 

Offered by the Mohonasen Central School District
www.mohonasen.org | Subscribe today!  
Use district # 12303
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ThankYou! 
Facilities planning moves forward 
following capital project vote 

“The best way to move 
our district forward is to 
spend our money on 
programs and services that 
we know our kids need to 

Plans for district-wide envisions the technology 
facilities improvements are center serving as a model for 
moving forward following the state. 
the approval of a $48.2 “With these partnerships, 
million capital construction we will be able to offer our Mohonasen officials haveproject on Nov. 12. be successful in a job or instudents a wider variety been meeting with projectcollege after they leave us,”The project includes build- of high-quality, high-level architects from CSArchsaid Board of Educationing upgrades and various programs, and be more ef
additions across the district, ficient at the same time,” 

since the vote in NovemberPresident Dominic Cafarelli. 
to finalize the construction 

many for health and safety 
needs and functionality. It 
also includes district-wide 
technology upgrades, a 
synthetic turf field, a new 
transportation facility, and 
a new Advanced Technology 

Spring said. “Our students 
will have opportunities in 
nanotechnology, engineering, 
media arts and computer 
programming, machining 
and welding, and health sci
ences that otherwise would 

Regional Education Center not be possible." 

Spring added that the 
district is focused on having 
programs in areas where 
there are known needs in the 
job market. 

“We’ve been talking to 
workforce development 
experts and industry leaders. 

plans, which will be submit
ted to the State Education 
Department in the coming 
months. Construction is 
expected to begin sometime 
next year. 

www.mohonasen.org

 Get school news in 
your e-mail inbox! 

Are you signed up for 
School News Notifier 
(SNN)? Visit our website to 
learn more! 

that will operate in partner- Despite budget challenges, We’ve been talking to 
ship with Schenectady district leaders have said business owners. These 
County Community College that continuing to focus on experts are guiding our
and Capital Region BOCES. 21st century programs and decisions as we develop 

Superintendent Dr. opportunities for students is these programs,” she said. 
Kathleen Spring said she a priority. 




