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Pinewood educa
tors believe that it 
can be a big help. 
Flocabulary.com is a 
collection of educational 
hip-hop songs that serves 
up academic content to 
students in new and dif
ferent ways. With the site, 
Zajesky can give vocabu
lary lessons that include 
songs with catchy lyrics, 
examples of how words are 
used in the “real world,” 
and worksheets she and 
the students can complete 

 CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 

County Community College 
and Tangora Technologies 
outlined for nearly 100 
educators the need for high 
schools students to learn the 
skilled trades. 

CTE programs, the panel
ists said, can go a long way 
toward filling their needs 
– but more students and 
parents need to be aware of 
the programs and 
opportunities that exist. 

 CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 

STATE ACTIONELEVATES CTE,CREATES NEW
GRADUATION
PATHWAYSSee more on page 6! 

www.mohonasen.org 

Google resources, websites, devices changing education

 Using technology to teach and learn

W hen the word 
“wonder” came 
up recently on a 

vocabulary list in Krista 
Zajesky’s third grade special 
education class at Pinewood, 
a student asked, “is that kind 
of like curious?” 

Zajesky and her teaching 
assistant Sharon Hughes 
couldn’t believe what they 
were hearing. The student 
was connecting the new 
vocabulary word with an old 
word – curious – that had 
appeared on a vocabulary 
list weeks ago. This kind of 

association, both teachers 
say, is one they don’t see very 
often at this grade level but 
are now seeing all the time. 

They attribute much of 
this change to a website 
called Flocabulary.com. 

“We’ve never seen them 
make connections just like 
this before. They’re aware of 
words like they never were 
before,” Hughes said. “It’s 
sticking in ways we never 
thought it would.” 

Can a website really lead 
to this kind of progress? The 

CTE programs mean more options
 
American flexibility is 

key to the success of our 
economy, according to David 
Davis, president and chief 
operating officer of Simmons 
Machine Tool Corporation, 
which is why the American 
education system needs to 
offer students a variety of 
paths to a sustainable career. 

Davis spoke recently at an 
event at the Capital Region 
BOCES Career and Technical 

Education (CTE) school in 
Albany. He and a panel of 
local business leaders talked 
to guidance counselors and 
school administrators from 
across the region about the 
kinds of jobs they are filling 
– and the kinds of employees 
they are looking for. Aside 
from Simmons, experts 
from Global Foundries, 
Applied Robotics, SUNY 
Polytechnic Institute (previ
ously CNSE), Schenectady 

http:Flocabulary.com
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together on the interactive 
whiteboard. 

At the high school, Colleen 
Guse uses Flocabulary.com 
with her 10th grade social 
studies students. Students 
sometimes fill in the blanks 
of a rap based on content 
they are learning in class. 
Or they can learn a rap from 
the website and perform it 
before a unit test for extra 
credit. 

“It’s just a fun way to get 
class started,” Guse said. 

But this isn’t the only 
technology she uses in class. 
Her juniors have a class 
Twitter account where they 
share different current event 
headlines and then come to 
class ready to discuss the 
articles they read online. 

TECHNOLOGY: A POWERFUL 
EDUCATION TOOL 

Between digital devices 
and the variety of websites 
and software available to 
teachers and students, the 
way students complete as
signments and study subjects 
has changed drastically. 
Thirty years ago, few U.S. 
households owned a comput
er and “Googling” an essay 
topic was unimaginable. In 
2012, the Speak Up national 
survey found that more than 
50 percent of students in 
grades 6-12 used the Internet 
at least weekly to help with 
homework, and 38 percent

 CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE
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“We need to get kids into 
the workplaces to learn and 
to see what opportunities are 
there,” said Davis “We need 
to overcome the stigma of 
these careers and educate 
the youth as to what they 
really are — highly technical 
manufacturing careers.” 

Overcoming this stigma, 
and offering technical 
programs is a main goal 
of the Mohonasen school 
district these days. 

The district has teamed up 
with Capital Region BOCES 
and Schenectady County 
Community College to 
expand Career and Technical 
Education offerings to 
students throughout the 
region through the Center 
for Advanced Technology 
@ Mohonasen. Programs in 
welding, electricity and alter
native energy, health sciences 
and nanotechnology will be 
offered in the new center. 
BOCES has also offered an 

The Capital Region BOCES CTE school offers an Advanced 
Machining and Manufacturing program at Mohonasen High 
School, which is helping meet the growing regional demand 
for educated and skilled professionals in this field. 

Mohonasen High School recently received state approval 
for three career and technical education (CTE) programs 
in early childhood education, engineering, and business 
administration.

 programs mean more options for students
 

advanced manufacturing 
program at Mohonasen 
for the last two years – a 
program that will expand 
into the advanced high tech 
center when it opens in 2016. 

Mohonasen High School, 
with approval from the state, 
has also recently launched 
three of its own CTE 
programs in business admin
istration, engineering and 
early childhood education. 

“Students need to feel a 
connection between what 
they are learning in school 
and what happens in the 
real world. They need to see 
how classroom lessons will 
lead to a paying job,” said 
Mohonasen Superintendent 
Dr. Kathleen Spring. “And, 
most importantly, they 
need to leave us with skills 
that will give them options, 
whether that be working 
in a career field or going to 
college.” 

WHAT IS CTE? 
Science and Technology 

Administrator Makensie 
Bullinger said that students 
who complete a CTE 
program will not only gain 
technical knowledge, but 
skills that will make them 
marketable to employers. 

Each Mohonasen Career 
and Technical Education 
(CTE) student will com
plete a career plan and 
employability skills profile 
throughout their time in the 
program, which will gauge 
how prepared they are for 
the “real word.” Skills such 
as resume writing, interview
ing, professional etiquette 
and ethical standards will be 
reviewed and taught along 
the way. 

“If they are really pas
sionate about the field, our 
students will come out of 
these programs with not only 
technical aspects, but also 
21st century pieces that are 

 CONTINUED ON PAGE 6 
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Along with websites like Twitter and Flocabulary, Mohonasen students and educators are 
increasingly using Google resources. All faculty and students have a Google account with 
e-mail, file storage, and file sharing capabilities, which eases collaboration. Teachers and 
students can share “Google Docs” with each other for easy editing, review and grading. 

In a recent English Language Arts class at Draper Middle School, students were work
ing on Google Chromebook computers to complete their morning assignment. As they 
worked, teacher Kim Coelho was able to follow along from her workstation, seeing which 
students might need a little extra help and which ones were working ahead. 

“It’s an immediate assessment,” Coelho said. “I can immediately see what they’re doing. 

There are a few Chromebook “carts” throughout the district. Each cart contains enough 
computers for an entire class, and the carts are rotated through the schools. A group of 
Mohonasen “teacher leaders” have been trained on the Google platform through a state 
grant. These teachers are implementing what they are learning and training their col
leagues. Faculty and staff are also using Google to create classroom websites and even 
“flipped” classroom lessons – video lessons students and parents can watch at home. 

“We saw the vision of the Google environment and how it integrates into the class
room. What we’re finding is that the more the teachers learn, the hungrier they become 
to learn more and use more technology,” district Technology Director James Dilbone 
said. “Google has become a game changer for the district on a number of levels.” 

Pinewood fourth grade teacher Christine Altomer said her students couldn’t wait 
to get out the Chromebooks each day they were in her room this fall, and students 
are frequent visitors to her Google teacher webpage when they go home. 

“They are dying to type,” she said. “The parents say the kids are on my website 
all the time doing some of the activities I have on there and showing them the flipped 
videos.” 

Both Dilbone and Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum Lisa Cutting say what is 
happening right now is the “tip of the iceberg.” Their goal, they say, is to provide teachers 
with both the support and a variety of technological tools so they can take risks, find out 
what works for them, and look for new and improved ways to help students learn. 

Properly implemented technology can boost student achievement, particularly among 
at-risk students, according to a September 2014 report from the Alliance for Excellent 
Education and the Stanford Center for Opportunity Policy in Education. Technology 
is also helping teachers assess how students are doing in real time, so they can move 
forward, expand on a lesson or do additional review if needed, as was shown in the 
Chromebooks in Coelho’s classroom. 

“Just as organizations and businesses around the world have searched for and found 
ways to use technology to their advantage, our teachers and administrators are using 
tablets, websites, laptops, interactive whiteboards and software to improve educa
tion outcomes and the educational experience for our students,” said Mohonasen 
Superintendent Dr. Kathleen Spring. 

Google: A “game changer” 

More than 40 Mohonasen teachers, 
administrators and school staff have 
a webpage, and even more are 
working on creating pages using the 
resources available from Google! Visit 
www.mohonasen.org to see all of the 
faculty and staff webpages! 

3 

http:www.mohonasen.org


…we shape the future, today!

W i n t e r 2 0 1 5 

    

 

 

 

 
 

 

Valuing education… 

Follow us on Twitter today @MohonCSD 

What is #MohonMovingForward? 
If you follow Mohonasen on Facebook or Twitter, you’ve 

probably seen the hashtag #MohonMovingForward. This is 
part of a district wide social media campaign, launched in 
September, to highlight the teaching and learning taking place 
every day across the district. 

Mohonasen Superintendent Dr. Kathleen Spring said the 
effort is part of a larger shift to improve Mohonasen’s aca
demic culture and ensure that all students are learning to the 
best of their ability. During this time of tremendous change 

Here’s a peak at what has been featured on 

in public education, she says educators cannot let factors like 
increasing standards for teachers and students, 
increasing poverty rates in our local community, budget 
cuts, and increased political pressure change our mission to 
educate students. 

"What can you do, what can you think about, that will 
change the life of one student?” Spring said to faculty and 
staff during her opening day remarks in September, challeng
ing everyone who works at Mohonasen to change one thing 
about their daily work to help raise student achievement. 

PW students using http://flocabulary.com and 
interactive board to learn vocabulary! 
#MohonMovingForward 

The culminating event of “Shark Month” at

MHS is the dissection of a spiny dogfish shark!

#MohonMovingForward 

Coehlo/Gallelli classes using Chromebooks to

interact with @airandspace about astronaut

food! #MohonMovingForward 

Robotics students recently visited 
Applied Robotics and Automated Dynamics! 
#MohonMovingForward 

Twitter… 
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What is a hashtag? 
According to Twitter, the # symbol, 

called a hashtag, is used to mark 
keywords or topics in a Tweet. It was 
created organically by Twitter users as 
a way to categorize messages. 

•	 People use the hashtag symbol 
# before a relevant keyword or 
phrase (no spaces) in their Tweet 
to categorize those Tweets and 
help them show more easily in 
Twitter Search. 

•	 Clicking on a hashtagged word 
in any message shows you all 
other Tweets marked with that 
keyword. 

•	 Hashtags can occur anywhere 
in the Tweet – at the beginning, 
middle, or end. 

•	 Hashtagged words that become 
very popular are often Trending 
Topics.

…we shape the futur

Teacher leaders doing someprofessional developmentToday was the grand opening on flipped classroom lessons#MohonMovingForward
of the Warrior Branch of First 
New York Federal Credit Union! 
#MohonMovingForward 

Source: Twitter.com 
“Myth Busters” explore the truth

Dr. Clifford Brown from behind a myth that pirates wear

@UnionCollegeNY here to present an eye patch to help see better. 

to students on 12 Years a Slave. #MohonMovingForward

#MohonMovingForward 

Identifying pros and cons of difsources with @generalelectric engineers

ferent energy#MohonMovingForwardStudents across the district are 
learning the basics of computer Mohon science and tech
coding this week students are learning about wind
#HourofCode turbines from GE’s Mark Rush.
#MohonMovingForward #MohonMovingForward 

Make sure to follow us @MohonCSD 
www.twitter.com 
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Valuing education… 

Students now have five pathways to graduation 

State action elevates CTE
 
For years, Career and Under the state’s new 

Technical Education – for- Multiple Pathways to 
merly known as Vo-Tech Graduation plan – also 
– has been thought of as elec- referred to as “4+1” – a 

tive programming, courses state-approved CTE program 

not necessarily required for and technical exam can now 

graduation. This appears replace a Regents exam for a 

to all be changing with the diploma. Other pathway 

New York State Board of options include art, 

Regents acknowledging bi-literacy/foreign language, 

the importance of students science and math (STEM), 

leaving high school college or the humanities. 

and career ready. 


career and technical education 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2 

really important for them curriculum review – mean-
to go to the next level,” ing educators from other 
Bullinger said. public school districts and 

industry professionals in“These are concepts 
each field approved whatthat traditionally, not all 
students will be learningstudents necessarily leave 
in each course. Bullingerhigh school with,” she 
anticipates having theadded. ”We need to infuse 
curriculum regularlymore of this into how we 
reviewed by professionalseducate students. We need 
in the field to ensure thatto deliver the important 
what students are learningcontent and make sure they 
in each class are the skillsare ready for whatever path 
they will need to get a jobthey chose after high school 
after graduation.whether that be college or 

the workforce. That’s how “Our teachers have been, 
we need to start thinking.” and continue to be, very 

ambitious and forwardEach Mohonasen CTE 
thinking about creatingpathway includes a work
well-rounded, challengingbased learning experience 
programs that can benefit– such as an internship or 
all kinds of students. Thisjob shadowing opportunity 
is a way for them, and for– and at least one College in 
the school, to show howthe High School course. In 
relevant elective programsorder to gain the state CTE 
are to the real world,”designation, each pathway 
Bullinger said.had to have an external 

Under the new Multiple Pathways to Graduation, students have five different 
options to choose from to complete graduation testing requirements. Pathways 
include: the humanities, science and math (STEM), career and technical 
education, the arts, or bi-literacy/foreign language. 

The new approach state 
leaders say, presents oppor
tunities to tap into students’ 
career interests and to 
answer calls from employers 
to better prepare students 
to work successfully in a 
complex global marketplace. 

“Underlying this question 
is the implicit elephant in 
the room where people are 
confusing CTE with the old 
vocational training, which, 
by and large, was a tracked 
system — some kids got to 
go to vocational school, some 
kids got to graduate high 
school,” Board of Regents 
Chancellor Merryl Tisch said 
this fall. “We are not saying 
that students do not need 
to meet the Common Core 
Standards as they move 
forward…we know that the 
21st century jobs that we are 
looking to build a supply for 
in New York state require 
critical thinking, an ability to 
read at high levels, numeracy 
— skills that are covered in 
these new standards.” 

This plan, Mohonasen 
Superintendent Dr. Kathleen 
Spring says, will help more 
students graduate from high 
school and give students op
tions as they move through 
high school and after 
graduation. It will also 
elevate technical and career 
training programs to a 
higher level. 

“Career and technical 
education programs are 
wonderful opportunities for 
all kinds of students to study 
what they are passionate 
about and teach very impor
tant life skills that are crucial 
in the work place and in the 
broader community,” Spring 
said. “Most CTE success 
stories involve students who 
graduate from high school, 
go on to receive some type 
of industry certificate and/ 
or a college degree allowing 
them to move right into a 
well-paying career with little 
or no debt.” 

Some content courtesy of Capital Region BOCES School Communications Portfolio; Copyright 
2015; All rights reserved. For more information or permission to use, call 518-464-3960. 
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Budget planning underway for 2015-2016
 

Be an advocateVisit www.mohonasen.org to
learn more about budget

issues and get tips on how
YOU can be an advocatefor your schools. 

Did You Know?Since the GEA was firstintroduced, Mohonasen haslost almost $12 million. Theimpact of this on Mohonasen’sbudget has been significant,resulting in a shifting of thetax burden to local taxpayersAND the reduction of morethan 70 positions. 

out the state and reflected as as it becomes available.Improvement
a reduction in school district Grant comes to 

Important to Note

At this time the Smart Schools

Act, approved by voters in

November, is not being fac

tored into the budget as school

leaders have not received

details on this potential fund

ing. It is not expected that this

funding will impact daily

operational costs.Look Online
Budget informationand a schedule of publicbudget meetings will

be posted online atwww.mohonasen.org as itbecomes available.
You can also find us onTwitter (@MohonCSD) andFacebook (Mohonasen CSD). 

budget expected by April 1. 

State funding for education 
has been hugely controversial 
in recent years, with districts 
– including Mohonasen – 
losing millions of dollars 
of promised aid to the Gap 
Elimination Adjustment 
(GEA). The GEA law was first 
introduced for the 2010-11 
fiscal year as a way to help 
close New York’s then $10 
billion budget deficit. Under 
the legislation, a portion of 
the funding shortfall at the 
state level is divided among 
all school districts through-

in advocating for an end to 
the GEA. If the GEA contin
ues for a sixth straight year, 
district officials fear another 
round of significant budget 
cuts may be necessary. 

While a decrease in pen
sion contribution rates may 
relieve some of the pressure 
districts have faced in recent 
years, other factors that may 
negatively impact the 
district’s budget for 2015
2016 include the loss of 
$600,000 in grant funding 
as the three-year state 
Performance 

state aid. The GEA amount is 
money deducted from the aid 
originally due to the district, 
which means that many 
school districts have a gaping 
hole in their budget due to 
this reduction in funding. 

an end, and the 
state’s so-called 
“tax freeze” 

Budget planning for the 
next school year has begun 
at Mohonasen. While district 
administrators have spent 
recent weeks reviewing 
preliminary figures, all eyes 
are on Albany. At the time 
this newsletter went to print, 
Governor Cuomo had not 
yet released his proposed 
education budget for the 
coming year. That is expected 
to happen by the end of 
January, with a final state 

Since the GEA was first 
introduced, Mohonasen 
has lost almost $12 mil
lion. The impact of this on 
Mohonasen’s budget has 
been significant, resulting in 
a shifting of the tax burden 
to local taxpayers AND the 
reduction of more than 70 
positions. 

The Mohonasen Board of 
Education and administra
tion continues to join school 
leaders from across the state 

program. It should 
be noted that at 
this time the Smart 
Schools Act, ap
proved by voters in 
November, is not 
being factored into 
the budget as school 
leaders have not 
received details on 
this potential 
funding. It is 
not expected 
that this 
funding will 
impact daily 
operational 
costs. 

As the budget 
process contin
ues, the Board 
of Education will 
hold a series of 
public budget 
presentations. A 
schedule of these 
presentations and 
other budget 
information will be 
posted online at 
www.mohonasen.org 
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 technology as an education tool
 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2 

regularly used Facebook to 
collaborate with classmates 
on school projects. The 
survey also found that 75 
percent of students in grades 
K-2 were using computers 
and mobile devices to play 
educational games on a 
regular basis. 

Students are far from alone 
in this change, as many of 
today’s teachers are exploring 
the power of instructional 
technology and putting it to 
use to help students. In fact, 
53 percent of teachers who 
responded to a Speak Up 
survey saw student motiva
tion increase when they used 
technology in the classroom. 
Nearly 40 percent felt it 
helped develop students’ criti
cal thinking, problem solving 
and creativity skills — all of

which are considered funda
mental to success by today’s 
business, industry, education 
and government leaders. 

Mohonasen Assistant 
Superintendent for 
Curriculum and Instruction 
Lisa Cutting says technology 
simply offers teachers more 
tools in their toolbox. 

“Technology can change 
how a student interacts with 
a lesson. There’s the ability to 
hear, touch and see what they 
are learning in a variety of 
ways,” Cutting said. “Today’s 
kids are often referred to as 
‘digital natives’ because they 
don’t know what the world 
was like before the Internet. 
It’s engaging them in their 
world – and it works.” 

In a recent survey of 
Mohonasen families, 50 
percent said their child had 
access to a desktop computer 
outside of school for the 
purposes of homework, 69 
percent said a laptop, and 64 
percent said their child had 
access to a tablet. More than 
73 percent said their child 
had access to a cell/mobile 
phone for the purposes of 
school work. 

District officials say the 
fact is, students go home and 
power up. 

“We’re done with powering 
them down in school,” says 
district Technology Director 
James Dilbone. “Today’s stu
dents have access to so many 
different devices. We need to 
make sure we’re using that to 
our advantage.” 

Through the district's STEM enrichment programs, students in grades K-8 are 
being exposed to a variety of educational technology.Look for more information 
about STEM enrichment at www.mohonasen.org. 

Some content courtesy of Capital Region BOCES School Communications Portfolio; Copyright 2015; All rights reserved. For more information or permission to use, call 518-464-3960. 
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